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United Hospice 

___________________________                                                                 Dementia                                                 The following information is being provided to assist you in identifying hospice appropriate patients. Hospice appropriateness is based on many factors; on a patient-by-patient basis: We recommend that the physician write an order for evaluation and assessment by our staff.  If your patient is not appropriate at the time of screening, we will provide you with the additional criteria needed and assist in following the patient. We will screen and admit patients in your office, their home, and long-term care facilities, assisted living facilities and hospitals. 

When is your Patient appropriate for Hospice Care?         
Life expectancy of six months or less

The six month certification of terminal illness is

The physician is certifying that, given the natural course of a patient’s illness, an average individual has 6 months or less to live.

No aggressive curative care is being provided

Curative treatment is no longer an option

Patient and/or family has decided not to pursue further curative measures

Karnofsky Performance Status Scale

Able to carry on normal activity and to work; no special care needed

100  Normal, no complaints, no evidence of    

            disease

90  Able to carry on normal Activity; minor   

 signs or symptoms of disease

80    Normal activity with effort; some signs or 

            symptoms of disease

Unable to work, able to live at home and care for most personal needs; varying amount of assistance needed

Cares for self, unable to carry on normal activity or do active work

69        Requires occasional assistance, but is   

             able  to care for most of his/her personal 

             needs

50        Requires considerable assistance and          

               frequent medical care

Unable to care for self; requires equivalent of institutional or hospital care; disease may be progressing rapidly

40 Disabled, requires special care and assistance

30 Severely disabled; hospital admission is indicated although death not imminent

20  Very sick; hospital admission necessary;        

             active supportive treatment necessary

10  Moribund; fatal progressing rapidly

 0          Dead

Patients with Dementia must show all the following characteristics:

Stage seven or beyond according to the Functional Assessment staging scale

Unable to ambulate without assistance

Unable to dress without assistance

Unable to bathe without assistance

Urinary and fecal incontinence, intermittent or constant

No meaningful verbal communication, stereotypical phrases only, or ability to speak is limited to six or fewer intelligible words

Patients must have had one of the following in the past 12 months:

Aspiration pneumonia

Pyelonephritis or upper urinary tract infection

Septicemia

Decubitus ulcers, multiple, stage 3-4

Fever, recurrent after antibiotics

Inability to maintain sufficient fluid and calorie intake with 10% weight loss during the previous six months or serum albumin <2.5 gm/dl

Hospice Screening

With a physicians order, a phone call or fax, we will screen and admit, (if appropriate), your patient within 48 hours of the referral.

