End Stage Alzheimer’s Fact Sheet
Hospice:

· Focus is comfort care for patients with life –limiting illnesses

· Specialist in pain management & symptom control

· Medications, supplies, equipment, services are covered by Medicare, Medicaid and Various Private Health Care Insurances for life limiting illnesses

· Hospice care is provided to both patients and families

· Patients are not required to be home-bound

· Clinical staff is on-call and available to make visits 24 hours a day

· Bereavement support services for 13 months beyond the passing of patients

ES Alzheimer’s/Dementia Criteria:

· Dependence in bathing/dressing/feeding

· Speech is limited to approx 6 or fewer words – or no meaningful verbal communication.

· Cannot ambulate alone without assistance of walker/cane/person assist

· Cannot sit up without assist 

· Loss of ability to smile (Flat Affect)

· Cannot hole head independently --- Unable to change position with assist.

· Bed bound – Bed to chair transfer only – Geri-chair

· Progressive weight loss.  

· Poor food intake

· Taking only sips of fluids – drooling – swallowing difficulty – chokes easily

· Incontinent of urine & feces

· Contractures

· Decubitus ulcer Stage 3 or 4

· Episodes of fever and or recurrent after antibiotic treatment  
· Frequent UTI or Septicemia
· Episodes of aspiration or aspiration pneumonia 

Services:

· Nursing Care

· Personal care (bathing, feeding, dressing)

· Spiritual Support

· Social Work services (emotional, financial, psychosocial)

· Volunteer services & support

· Dietary

· Physician

· Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy, & Occupational Therapy
Financial Benefits for the Patient:

· Medications related to the diagnosis

· Medical Equipment related to the diagnosis

· Supplies related to the diagnosis 

· Hospice Team

